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1. For several months, the port of Varna has been closed to all but Soviet and
Satellite shipping. Uranium transported by rail from the mine in Bukhovo is
shipped from Varna to the Soviet Union. .

2. Production of uranium ore in Bulgaris is estimated at approximately 10,000 tons
& week, since this 1s the amount shipped to the USSR on Soviet shipe.

3. Reécently, there has been considerable commerce between the USSR and Bulgaria.
Many ships carrying military equipment for the Bulgarian armpd forces have
srrived from Odessa. Tanks and heavy weapons were unloaded as well as a
"considerable number” of Jjet planes. Traffic between Varna and Durres is also
considerable.

4. Ties between Bulgaria and the other Satellite countries are strengthening. A
Bulgarian-Czechoslovak Shipping Company will be established in the rear future;
the company will link the Black Sea with ports of the Middle and Far East, The
headguarters port of the line is to be Varna which will allegedly be the
"armaments port." Cgzechoslovakia will contribute some ships to this Joint

company. 50X1-HUM

5. Verna is also increasing in importance as a naval base. Recently, the Varns
arsenal was reorganized and strengthened. ‘' Frigate Captain Nikola Atanasov
has been placed in command of the arsenal.

The political commissar and
second in command gf the arsenal is Corvette Captain Volkanov,] \

L ] _ \ Other officers of
the naval yard in ¥arna are Lieutenant Tarilov, Lieutenant Yankov, and Lieutenant
Asenov. . - 50X1-HUM
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